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BTU News

The BTU Board of Directors met on Monday, September 9, 2013 and 

discussed the following topics:

Financial
Joe Hegwood, Chief Financial Officer, City of Bryan/BTU, presented 

highlights of the monthly financial report. Net revenues for the City 

system were $4.5 million above budget through July due primarily to 

lower than expected transmission costs resulting from the timing of 

Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) construction and also 

due to cost savings in departmental O&M budgets. Additionally, BTU 

recorded a gain in July from the sale of land associated with the Texas 

Triangle Park. Net revenues are projected to remain above budget 

through year end.  Mr. Hegwood also reported that construction 

spending was $11.7 million lower than budget as a result of the timing 

of construction on the second phase of the South Transmission project. 

Transmission spending will be pushed into 2014. The Board also 

reviewed and approved contracts to vendors for HVAC maintenance, 

right-of-way clearings and equipment for Triangle Park substation at 

Texas Triangle Park.
Mr. Hegwood provided a brief summary of the 3rd quarter 

investment report citing the planned draw down of balances due the 

spending of transmission construction funds.

Operations
Randy Trimble, Group Manager of Transmission and 

Distribution, reported to the Board that both phases of the South 

Transmission project are complete and energized.

He then presented the SAIDI and SAIFI reports for August. He 

explained that the weather for August was typical with minimal 

weather-related outages for both the City and Rural systems.

James Tanneberger, Division Manager of Transmission, 

presented a Resolution for the Bryan City Council that would 

authorize purchasing an 8.63 acre easement. The offer would be 

based upon the fair market value for the property, and 

if a final offer is rejected, the 
Resolution 
will allow 
the City 
to file a 
petition for 
eminent 
domain for 
the property. 
The Board 
approved the 
recommended 
Resolution.
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The charming streets of historic Downtown Bryan 
bustled with nearly 20,000 people during the last 

weekend of September. Food aficionados gathered to 
watch cooking demonstrations live from the Palace 
Theatre, couples celebrated over bubbling glasses of wine 
in the garden of the LaSalle Cafe and the smell of steak 
wafted over downtown as the Texas Reds Steak & Grape 
Festival (Texas Reds) commenced for its seventh year. 

This unique taste of Texas brings many festivalgoers 
to Bryan to do business, shop, eat, drink, relax and enjoy 
the area’s entertainment. Impressive infrastructure, 
lighting, a business fiber mecca, loft apartment living, 
venues and special events keep people coming back. 

“Each dollar spent here will turn over seven times 
before it leaves the city,” said Bryan Mayor Jason 
Bienski. “The income Texas Reds brings to hotels, stores, 
restaurants, bars, corner grocery stores and gas stations 
is probably bigger than any of us realize.”

Wine
Festivalgoers were able to experience a different Texas 

Reds this year, with a record number of wineries. Over 
28 vineyards were represented. Peach Creek Vineyards of 
College Station, Texas won the Texas Reds Wineries 2013 
Best in Show. 

“At Texas Reds, visitors truly get a taste of the Brazos 
Valley,” said Mayor Bienski. “It’s an opportunity to not 
only get to know historic downtown Bryan, but to taste 
and experience the best Texas has to offer.”

Steak
Downtown Bryan restaurants played a central role in 

this year’s festival, offering steak-inspired specials and 
outdoor seating for patrons.   

Nearly twenty teams competed in the popular steak 
cook-off competition. The winner, Xtreme Texas Cookers 

Team 1, took home bragging rights and $1,000.
They weren’t the only winners, however. The high 

school culinary competition gave student teams 20 
minutes to compose a restaurant-quality, steak-inspired 
meal. The team representing Bryan’s Rudder High 
School were named reining champions. Sesille Alejandro, 
Anthony Garza, Brandon Bounds and Chelsi Turner 
represented Rudder High’s culinary program in the 
competition. 

Art 
Once palates were satisfied, festivalgoers feasted their 

eyes on the Artists Showcase. Art for every taste—from 
pottery to ceramics and 3D multi-media—was available 
for purchase. Both regional and professional artists 
showcased their craft at Texas Reds. 

Music
Live music could be found on every stage in the 

district. Part of the proceeds from the festival—including 
wristband and concert ticket revenue—was given to the 
Firefighters Association to directly benefit the families of 
Ricky Mantey, Jr., Mitch Moran, and in memory of Greg 
Pickard and Eric Wallace, on behalf of many volunteers 
and sponsors. Want more information about Texas Reds 
2013? Visit www.texasredsfestival.com. 

Upcoming festivities
Mark your calendars! This year’s Lights On! is taking 

place on November 22 from 6-9 p.m. at Gloria Stephan 
Sale Park in Bryan. Bring the kids and enjoy free cookies, 
hot chocolate and holiday entertainment throughout 
downtown Bryan. Please visit the City of Bryan website, 
www.bryantx.gov, or Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
CityofBryan, for more information.

Food, Wine & Fun Flowed at 7th Annual 
Texas Reds Steak & Grape Festival
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Story by Jessica Willingham. Photos courtesy of the City of Bryan.



Holiday Lighting Safety Tips
Whether inside or outside the home, holiday lighting adds joy and cheer to the season’s festivities. As you ready your lights 
for display, we’d like to remind you of some important tips that will not only keep your family safe, but will also help reduce 
your energy bill.

• Choose lights that have been tested and deemed safe by a 
reputable testing laboratory, the best are UL (Underwriters 
Laboratories) or ETL (ETL Testing Laboratories, Inc.). 

• Try to use the cooler-burning “mini” lights as opposed to the 
traditional larger bulbs which burn much hotter. 

• Only use strands of lights that have fuses in the plugs. 
• Inspect each strand of lights—old or new—for damage. 

Return or throw out any strand with cracked or broken 
sockets, loose connections or those with frayed or bare wires. 

• Replace burned out bulbs with bulbs of the same wattage. 

• Follow manufacturer’s guidelines for stringing light strands 
together. As a general rule, UL recommends using no more 
than three standard-size strands of lights together.

• Use extension cords properly; taking care not to overload 
them as they can get hot enough to burn. Outdoor cords can 
be used inside or outside.

• Secure outside lights with insulated holders (never use tacks 
or nails) or run strings of lights through hooks. 

• When you leave or go to bed at night, turn off your lights.
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Central Baptist Church (Central), one of the larger 
churches ministering to those in the Bryan-College 

Station area, recently examined the lighting in their main 
sanctuary located at 1991 FM 158 in College Station. Key to 
their examination was to determine if other lighting options 
might allow them to allocate more of their budget toward 
their ministry programs rather than to their monthly utility 
bill. 

Noting deficiencies in their existing  halogen lighting 
system, Senior Pastor Chris Osborne initiated an 
evaluation. He elaborated, “Evident shortcomings of our 
previous lighting system included a lack of light, elevated 
temperatures, bulbs frequently burning out, along with the 
excess cost of cooling and maintaining the Worship Center.”

Paul Buckner, Bryan Texas Utilities (BTU) Energy 
Accounts Manager and Central member, worked with the 
church to determine what would best serve the needs of 
the more than 3500 regular members and attendees of all 
ages who participate in their Sunday and Wednesday night 
services, as well as other activities throughout the week.

Paul, and other BTU Energy Accounts Managers, work 
with area businesses to help them not only to pinpoint 

ways in which they can save money by lowering their 
power consumption, but also to inform them of available 
incentives for renovation, remodeling, or retrofitting of the 
business’ existing equipment. 

After discussing the needs of the church and available 
incentive options available at that time, Central ultimately 
chose to replace their existing halogen lighting system 
with a new LED lighting system in their Worship Center. 
According to Paul, “While each type of lighting has its 
own benefits, many commercial establishments and even 
homeowners are being drawn to LED lighting for several 
reasons:

• Long operational life expectancy ranging from 50,000 to 
100,000 hours (that’s 5-11 years of continuous use);

• Ecological friendliness in the form of being 100% 
recyclable and free of toxic chemicals;

• Sturdy construction and resistance to shock, vibrations 
and other external factors makes LED lights very 
durable;

• Efficient and effective light delivery; 
• Instant illumination; and

LED Lighting Renovation Illuminates Central Baptist 
Church and Helps Expand their Ministry
Story by Louellen S. Coker. Worship Center photo courtesy of Central Baptist Church.
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• Significantly lower heat emission resulting in a lower 
utility bill.”

The LED lighting system was installed by a local 
electrical contractor, Dowling Electric, over a period 
of three months. Central Administrator, Chuck Bestor 
explained, “The project took longer than a typical 
installation because we continued to have our usual two 
Sunday and one Wednesday services in the Worship Center 
throughout the project, requiring the electricians to have 
the sanctuary clear, clean and ready for all of our services 
during the renovation.”

Once the transformation of Central’s sanctuary was 
complete, the church began to enjoy the fruits of their 
labor. Brother Chris now notes that the Worship Center is 
brighter and cheerier, the bulbs don’t require replacement 
as frequently, the sanctuary is cooler and more comfortable 
for worshippers and that they have noticed a marked 
savings in their monthly electric bill. 

He excitedly stated, “We are delighted that we are able to 
allocate our savings, approximately $2500 each month, to 
our ministry programs.”

Reflecting on the process, Mr. Bestor said, “Paul was 
extremely helpful throughout the whole process. He 
explained cost-saving options for our Worship Center, as 
well as other areas of the building. The incentive program 
really assisted with the cost of changing the lighting. The 
process was painless and the time table of getting our 
incentive was very short. We have been pleased.”

BTU offers a variety of incentive programs to facilitate 
improvement projects and is always happy to discuss ways 
in which its customers—commercial and residential—can 
save money through more efficient energy consumption. 
You will find complete information about the BTU 
SmartHOME or SmartBUSINESS incentive programs on 
the BTU website by visiting www.btutilities.com. 

We are delighted that we are able to allocate our savings, 

approximately $2500 each month, to our ministry programs.

The process was painless and the time 
table of getting our incentive was 
very short.
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KBTX-TV invites donors and volunteers to 
participate in the 18th Annual Food for 

Families Food Drive and be a part of helping 
reduce hunger in the Brazos Valley. This food 
drive, which will take place on Wednesday, 
December 11th, is the largest annual food drive 
in the area. KBTX-TV is hopeful everyone will 
pitch in to help stock the Brazos Valley Food 
Bank (BVFB) warehouse again this year.

“One out of every five households in the 
Brazos Valley faces going hungry,” said Theresa 
Mangapora, Executive Director of the BVFB. 
“If that household includes one or more 
children, this risk increases to one out of every 
four. Hunger is an issue that plagues a lot of 
our neighbors—worrying about something so 
basic as food adds tremendous stress to daily 

life. Support from those families who are food 
secure will make a tremendous difference in the 
lives of those who are not.”

As in prior years, there will be three food 
donation drop-off sites, at the same addresses 
as they have been in the past. Contributors in 
Bryan can bring their donations to the Brazos 
Center from 5:30 a.m. to 10:35 p.m. The 
other two locations are the Kimbro Center in 
Madisonville and the Mid-South Synergy Office 
in Navasota, and both will be open from 6:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. All the goods collected from 
across the Brazos Valley will be distributed 
to the food pantries in these donating 
communities.

“The entire community is invited to come 
out and help alleviate hunger in the Brazos 
Valley,” Mandy Riske, Operations Director 
of KBTX-TV, said. “Every part of this drive, 
whether it comes from a donation of food, 
toiletries, money or time, is vital to its success. 
Our hope is that community members see the 
need and give from their hearts.”

Thanks to its great popularity last year, 
KBTX-TV is taking monetary donations online 
at www.kbtx.com/foodforfamilies once again. 
This way, donors can help even more easily and 
quickly.

Ms. Mangapora stated, “Here is my challenge 
to all: for every household facing hunger, 
there are four others that can help fill that 
household’s food pantry. Please don’t just think 
about giving to this year’s Food for Families 
Food Drive, give. You can help by dropping off 
canned goods or making a monetary donation. 
KBTX-TV’s Food for Families Food Drive 
makes it easy to be a part of the solution.”

This year, the BVFB greatly needs the items 
listed on the next page to restock its partner 

Volunteers enjoy sorting goods as donors drop them off.

KBTX-TV’s 18Th 
AnnuAl Food For 
FAmilies Food driVe
Story by Louellen S. Coker.

Join with your 
community 

to help raise 
money and 
donate food 

for the Brazos 
Valley Food 
Bank at this 
year’s Food 
for Families 

Food Drive on 
Wednesday, 

December 11. 
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food pantries across the Brazos Valley. These food 
pantries have seen high demand for assistance this 
year and rely on the BVFB to help meet this urgent 
need. While all donations are appreciated, if you are 
planning a food drive at your school, for your group, 
at church or at your workplace, consider highlighting 
these items. 

Last year, the Food for Families Food Drive raised 
over $185,000 and collected over 203,000 pounds of 
food. Organizers hope to see a rise in these numbers 
this year to help meet the ever increasing burden 
of hunger. The hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
food expected to be received will be distributed to 
those in need through Food Bank partner agencies 
throughout the Brazos Valley.

Volunteers come from all over the area to help 
support this annual event. Many end up having 
such a good time that they make a day of it. In fact, 
they have had so much fun in the past that there is 
already a surplus of volunteers for the December 
11th drive!

KBTX-TV will be broadcasting the food drive 
live throughout the day and it will also be streamed 
live on www.kbtx.com. You can also keep up with 
the happenings throughout the day online at 
the event’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
KBTXFoodForFamilies.

If you would like to learn more about the Food 
for Families Food Drive as well as how you and/or 
your business can contribute, please visit the KBTX 
website, www.kbtx.com, or call (979) 595-1589.

The Food for Families Food Drive is not accepting 
any more volunteers for the day of the event, but 
the BVFB is always in need of help. For more 
information about volunteering with the BVFB, 
you’re invited to visit their website, www.bvfb.org. 
To volunteer, please email Gina Lane, BVFB Food 
Assembly Coordinator at ginal@bvfb.org or call 
(979) 779-3663. 

• Beans (canned or dried)
• Canned Meats and Proteins (beans, beef stew, 

chili, peanut butter, tuna, soups and chicken)
• Canned Vegetables (especially corn and green 

beans)
• Canned Fruit (peaches, pineapple and mixed 

fruit)

• Dry Staples (coffee, cereal, flour, macaroni and 
cheese, ravioli, sugar, pasta and rice)

• Paper Products (toilet paper, paper towels and 
child diapers)

• Pop-top Can Items (tuna, fruit and soups)

Most Needed Items
We cannot accept items that are homemade, perishable (frozen or refrigerated), already opened or 
without labels. No glass items, please. The items of which we are in most need include the following:

Bryan youth add to the festive and giving atmosphere 
of the Food for Families Food Drive. 
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