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THE BTU BOARD OF DIRECTORS MET  
ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2015 AND  
DISCUSSED THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:

FINANCIAL
Joe Hegwood presented the first month of the fiscal year 
financial report to the BTU Board of Directors. A presentation 
was made by Chief Information Officer Bernie Acre regarding 
a Radio System Replacement contract to update the 25-year-
old system currently in place. The Board unanimously 
approved the contract. Randy Trimble presented a bid 
tabulation for the purchase of a 2016 Freightliner Digger 
Truck. The Board unanimously approved its purchase. 

OPERATIONS
Gary Miller presented the safety statistics for the previous 
month to the BTU Board of Directors, stating BTU had no 
recordable incidents for the month. Mr. Miller stated that 
vehicle incidents had been added to the safety report.  Mr. 
Miller also announced that Randy Trimble’s entry for a BTU 
Safety Slogan Contest was selected as the winner, and the 
new Safety Slogan is “Safety, For Work. For Home. For Life.”

Wes Williams advised the Board regarding the progress being 
made to stabilize the Lake Bryan Dam.

BOARD MEETING
NOTES

SAFETY:  For Work. For Home. For Life.



(979) 821-5700  |  www.btutilities.com

www.btutilities.com January 2014   BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES     Texas Co-op Power   21

(979) 821-5700  |  WWW.BTUTILITIES.COM

www.btutilities.com February 2016   BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES     Texas Co-op Power   19

EASY
PAYMENT OPTIONS
In addition to paying by kiosk, by mail or drive-through, BTU offers four 
easy options for convenient and quick payment without leaving home.

AUTOMATIC BANK DRAFT
Visit www.btutilities.com and fill out the 
bank draft form; send it to us with a copy 
of a voided check and we will do the rest.

RECURRING CREDIT CARD
Create an online account and set up your 
recurring credit card. It is simple and you 
can manage your own account.

ONLINE
Pay online at www.btutilities.com 24 hours
a day. We accept VISA, Mastercard and 
Discover.

INTERACTIVE VOICE RESPONSE
You can check your account balance, pay by 
credit card or e-check by calling our interactive 
voice response system at (979) 821-5700.



 ELECTRICAL SAFETY    DURING 
                                             & AFTER
                                             STORMS

Severe storms 
can cause many 
electrical safety 
hazards in and 
around our homes. 
To protect yourself 
and your family 
from storm-related 
electrical dangers, 
BTU provides 
answers to your 
common storm-
safety questions.
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INDOOR SAFETY
How can I keep my family safe inside while it’s storming?

l  Stay away from windows and doors.

l  Unplug electronic equipment before the storm arrives. During the storm, avoid contact with 
      electrical equipment, cords and plumbing (including sinks, bathtubs and faucets).

l  Limit the use of corded telephones to emergencies only. You can use cordless or cellphones safely.

l  You should bring your pets inside to protect them. Doghouses are not lightning safe, and chained
      animals can easily become victims of lightning strikes.

BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES

Remember:  Call 911 in an emergency



(979) 821-5700  |  WWW.BTUTILITIES.COM

www.btutilities.com February 2016  BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES     Texas Co-op Power   21

 ELECTRICAL SAFETY    DURING 
                                             & AFTER
                                             STORMS

OUTDOOR SAFETY
What should I do if I am caught outside during a thunderstorm
or lightning storm?

POWER LINES
What do I do if I encounter a downed power line?

FLOODED AREAS
What should I look out for when my home is flooded?

l  Don’t stand close to other people. Spread out.

l  Lightning strikes the tallest available object, so if you are in an exposed area, crouch low, tuck your head
      and cover your ears. Do not lie down.

l  Stay away from trees and metal. Don't hold on to metal items like bats, golf clubs, fishing rods, tennis rackets
      or tools. Avoid metal sheds, clotheslines, poles and fences.

l  Stay away from water, including pools, lakes, puddles and anything damp - like grass or wet towels.

l  Move at least 10 feet away from the line and anything touching it.

l  Do not attempt to move a downed power line or anything in contact with the line. Even nonconductive
      materials like wood or cloth, if slightly wet, can conduct electricity and electrocute you.

l  If you see someone who is in direct or indirect contact with a downed line, do not touch the person - you
      could become the next victim. Call 911 instead.

l  Use extreme care when stepping into flooded areas indoors. Submerged outlets or electrical cords can
       energize water, posing a lethal situation.

l  Do not use electrical appliances that have gotten wet until a qualified service repairperson can examine
      them. Electrical equipment exposed to water can be extremely dangerous if re-energized without proper
      reconditioning or replacement.

l  Electrical system elements such as circuit breakers, fuses, ground-fault circuit interrupters, receptacles, plugs
      and switches can malfunction when water and silt get inside. If they have been submerged, have a licensed,
      qualified professional replace them.

l  Do not drive over downed power lines. But if you are in a car that has come into contact with a downed
      line, stay in your car. Tell others to stay away.

l  If you must leave your car, jump out with both feet together and avoid contact with the car and the ground 
      at the same time. Shuffle away with small steps, keeping your feet together and on the ground at all times.

What if my car contacts a downed line?

Does a flood affect my home’s electrical system?
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Over the last year, BTU has been working to 
develop new procedures and programs that involve 
all departments and staff members in improving 
the safety culture of the organization. From job site 
safety awareness to best practices at home and in the 
workplace, this employee led initiative aims to keep 
safety at the forefront of our minds in everything that 
we do. 

It’s easy to see the positive changes that have taken 
place since this new safety culture began. This past 
year, BTU had its lowest incident rate in over 25 years - a 
2.80 recordable incident rate compared to the national 
average for electric utilities at 4.12. 

A CULTURE OF SAFETY FIRST

BTU - SAFETY:  For Work.  For Home.  For Life.

The staff of BTU have been 
working hard to make safety a 
priority every day.

BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES
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BTU - SAFETY:  For Work.  For Home.  For Life.

2015 BTU Recordable Incident Rate:
2.80
2015 Recordable Incident Rate
National Average for Electric Utilities:
4.12

IN 2015, BTU EXPERIENCED IT’S 
LOWEST INCIDENT RATE IN 
OVER 25 YEARS.

To ensure that every staff 
member is included in these 
efforts, the management 
team makes it a priority to 
start every meeting with a 
safety topic. BTU field crews 
conduct job safety briefings 
prior to starting every 
assignment to ensure that 
they are aware of potential 
hazards for that specific 
job. Weekly office safety 
inspections are conducted, 
which generate a report 
of items needing attention 
to eliminate workplace 
hazards. And finally, training 
is essential to keeping 
our staff engaged. Every 
employee has participated 
in specialized safety training 
courses facilitated by 
Caterpillar Safety Services, 
and there have been more 
than 200 hours of additional 
training and safety meetings 
conducted throughout all 
BTU departments. 



24   Texas Co-op Power   BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES   October 2015

Bryan Texas Utilities

                                                                       www.btutilities.com24   Texas Co-op Power   BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES  February 2016

BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES

COMMUNITY
FOOD FOR FAMILIES FOOD DRIVE
A BIG SUCCESS

Along with thousands 
of donors and volun-
teers, BTU employees 
participated in the 
2015 KBTX-TV Food for 
Families Food Drive. 

This year, BTU employees donated

1,080 lbs of food
the most successful BTU food drive ever!

With one out of five individuals in 
the Brazos Valley at risk of hunger, the 
annual Food for Families Food Drive 
is an important community endeavor. 
And the Brazos Valley community has 
responded in a big way every year for 
20 years - with this year’s donations at 
an all time high. 

BTU is proud to be a part of this 
community tradition - with employees 
donating food and arriving before 
sunrise to help collect and sort the 
many pounds of food that will be 
distributed to Food Bank partner 
agencies throughout the Brazos Valley.

In addition to the 1,080 pounds 
of food BTU employees donated, BTU 
donated a $1,000 check to the Food Bank.

KBTX-TV has reported the total 
money collected was over $123,000 
and total pounds of food collected was 
over 232,000 pounds.

The generous donations had special 
meaning this year as they helped the 
Brazos Valley Food Bank meet its 
capital campaign fundraising goal of 
$4.125 million, which will allow them 
to complete the upgrades necessary 
on their new facility - the old Kristen 
Distributing Warehouse in Bryan.

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR 

DONATIONS OF
FOOD, DOLLARS
& HARD WORK.
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This year, BTU employees donated

1,080 lbs of food
the most successful BTU food drive ever!

MAYOR’S DOWNTOWN 
IMPACT AWARD WINNERS
Stage Center Theatre and Donny Hall of Studio82 were awarded the 
Mayor’s Downtown Impact Award Wednesday, December 16, 2015, 
at the 16th Annual Mayor’s Downtown Impact Award ceremony.

are simply extraordinary. The Mayor’s 
Downtown Impact Award, created in 
2000, celebrates progress in the city’s 
oldest business district, while recogniz-
ing those who go above and beyond to 
contribute to this progress.

“From being recognized as 
a Cultural District last year to 
the growing success of First 
Fridays, Downtown Bryan has 
come a long way over the last 
15 years” said Mayor Jason 
Bienski. “These awards are a 
great way to honor those who 
work hard every day to make 
Bryan better.”

In honor of one of the recipients 
of the Mayor’s Downtown Impact 
Award, The Bank & Trust made a $500 
donation to the Boys & Girls Club of 
the Brazos Valley. The Peterson Law 
Group also made a $500 donation in 
honor of one of the recipients of the 
Mayor’s Downtown Impact Award to 
the Queen Theatre restoration project.

Studio82StageCenter
Donny Hall is a freelance video pro-

ducer at Studio82. He works in the 
north end of Downtown Bryan in the 
Parker Lumber Building. After mov-
ing back from Los Angeles in 2011, 
he quickly fell in love with Downtown 
Bryan and its community. Donny and 
his wife, Amy, consider themselves 
down-townies and spend much of 
their time in the area with their baby, 
Philip. They actively participate in most 
events in downtown Bryan, including 
Monumetal, where Donny received the 
audience choice award for his metal 
sculpture in 2014. 

“Donny’s commercial and docu-
mentary video production has helped 
put the efforts of the Downtown Bryan 
Association and downtown businesses 
on the map. His work on the cultural arts 
district video helped the city receive the 
highly competitive Texas Commission 
on the Arts’ official Cultural District 
designation in 2014,” Sandy Farris, 
Executive Director of the Downtown 
Bryan Association, said. “Donny also 
built two successful advertising cam-
paigns with over 20 commercials for the 
Downtown Bryan Association advertis-
ing cooperative partners.”

StageCenter was the first commu-
nity theatre created in this area. Its 
originators were comprised of Texas 
A&M University professors, public 
school teachers, and church musi-
cians, all wanting to expand the arts 
in the Brazos Valley. StageCenter just 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. Most 
of those 50 years have been spent in 
various locations in the City of Bryan. 
StageCenter is comprised entirely of 
volunteers, from directors, actors, tech-
nicians, stage construction and stage-
hands, working to bring an interesting, 
entertaining and educational theatre 
experience to the Brazos Valley.

“StageCenter relies on their audi-
ences’ input to help with selections of 
productions, to involve the audience 
in the theatre as much as actual actors. 
StageCenter wants their audiences to 
feel like the theatre belongs to them – 
because it does,” said Cindy Roberts, a 
downtown business owner who nomi-
nated StageCenter for the award. “If 
you are part of a community, it is your 
responsibility to make that community 
as great as it can be, and StageCenter 
wants to continue to make our com-
munity great for the next 50 years.”

E ach year, there are orga-
nizations and individuals 
whose positive impact 
on revitalization efforts in 
Historic Downtown Bryan


