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Due to a recent rise in popularity, many believe that electric vehicles (EVs) are a modern invention. However, 
Scottish inventor Robert Anderson built the first crude electric vehicle in 1832. It was powered by battery cells that 
were not rechargeable, and thus not very practical. Throughout the 19th century, inventors and scientists across 
the globe worked to improve the idea of an electric vehicle. William Morrison created the first successful electric 
vehicle in the United States in the 1890s. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, by the turn of the century, 
about one-third of all vehicles on the road were electric vehicles. Interest continued in EVs with notable inventors 
such as Thomas Edison endeavoring to develop better batteries. Ferdinand Porsche – the same Porsche moniker 
that graces a luxury car brand today – developed the world’s first hybrid electric car that ran off an electric battery 
and a gas engine. 

The introduction of the Model T by Henry Ford proved to be big competition for the electric vehicle industry. 
EVs saw a massive decline in the 1920s and 1930s due to the discovery of cheap crude oil here in Texas and the 
convenience of gas stations dotting the landscape. For the next few decades, gas-powered vehicles dominated 
the market, driven by cheap fuel and improvements to the internal combustion engine. In the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, gas prices began to increase rapidly leading to a renewed interest in electric vehicles. Even the moon 
landings popularized electric cars due to the lunar rover being powered by electricity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The fascination with electric vehicles faded again in the 1980s due to shortcomings such as limited range and 
performance as compared to gas- or diesel-powered vehicles. However, as federal and state regulations on carbon 
emissions tightened in the 1990s, automakers began developing more electric options. In 1996, GM’s EV1 gained 
minor popularity and was shortly followed by the first mass-produced hybrid, the Toyota Prius. Still a very 
popular model today, the Prius skyrocketed interest in EVs. The following decade led to more EVs being available 
on the market, including a Silicon Valley startup and present industry giant, Tesla Motors. 

The federal government took note of the civic interest and began developing a nationwide EV charging 
infrastructure including residential, commercial, and publicly available chargers. The US Department of Energy 
also invested in technology research and provided loans to EV automakers. This resulted in the battery technology 
used in the Chevy Volt and loan funds being used to develop the Nissan LEAF. Further investments by the US 
Department of Energy helped reduce EV battery costs by nearly 50 percent in four years, during the 2010s. 

Now electric vehicles are becoming more common by the day, and the charging infrastructure to support them is 
improving in parallel. Nearly every major automaker offers fully electric and hybrid options. Customers look to 
electric or hybrid vehicles to reduce their carbon footprint and possibly save money on fuel. The U.S. Department 
of Energy estimates that the US could reduce dependence on foreign oil sources by 30 to 60 percent if all light-
duty vehicles were switched to hybrid or all electric models. In early 2020, it was estimated that there are nearly 
25,000 public charging stations nationwide, with more than 78,000 outlets amongst them. 
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ELECTRIC VEHICLES: A History

PUBLIC POWER BUILDS BETTER COMMUNITIES
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PUBLIC POWER WEEK OCTOBER 4-10, 2020
Since 1986, the American Public Power Association 
has designated the first full week of October as Public 
Power Week in the United States. Public Power Week is a 
celebration of the more than 2,000 community-owned, 
not-for-profit electric utilities that serve the energy needs of 
approximately 48 million customers.  

All public power utilities share the goal of providing 
adequate, safe, and reliable electricity at economical rates.  
BTU is wholly-owned by the City of Bryan, and the elected 
Bryan City Council appoints the BTU Board, which means 

that decisions are made locally and in the best interest of 
all customers. “We are honored to serve this community as 
a public-power utility,” BTU General Manager, Gary Miller 
said. “Every decision is made with our customers in mind.”

BTU employees also live here, contributing to the local 
economy and giving back to the community on a daily basis.  
BTU serves both city and rural territories, serving the City 
of Bryan, parts of the City of College Station, much of Brazos 
County, and portions of Robertson and Burleson Counties, 
which encompasses more than 640 square miles.
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BTU EV CHARGING STATIONS
Did you know that BTU has public electric vehicle (EV) 
chargers available in Downtown Bryan? The pilot program 
consists of two, level-2 charging stations that have two 
plugs each for a total of four charging points. Level-2 
chargers charge at a maximum rate of 25 miles of range per 
hour (rph), which can fully charge some EVs in four hours. 
The stations are built to withstand outdoor elements, 
certified to operate in cold and hot weather and in the 
rain and if we have any, snow.. The stations can be easily 
found on the Chargepoint app available on both iPhone 
and Android devices. All stations have multi-language 
capabilities – English, French, and Spanish – and in-app 

support for ease of use. 
The app allows you to 
locate available stations 
and most importantly, it 
allows you to pay for your 
charging time, and receive 
notifications when your car is 
finished charging. Conveniently, 
it also allows you to join a waitlist if the station you wish 
to use is full and calculates your estimated greenhouse gas 
emission offsets for the miles you drive using electricity 
instead of gasoline. 

PUBLIC POWER BUILDS BETTER COMMUNITIES
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